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(71) We, Robert Roland Webster 
and David Whxiam Webster, both British 
subjects, of 22, Wood Close, Hatfield, Herts., 
respectively, do hereby declare the invention, 
for which we pray that a patent may be 
granted to us, and the method by which 
it is to be performed, to be particularly de- 
scribed in and by the following statement : — 

The invention relates to an article suitable 
for handling gramophone records. 

According to the present invention there 
is provided an article, suitable for handling 
gramophone records, which is in the form of 
a supple, laminated pad comprising (i) a 
supporting layer, (ii) a cushion layer formed 
of a foam material, one face of the cushion- 
ing layer being secured to one face of said 
supporting layer, and (iii) a contact layer 
which is secured to the other face of said 
cushioning layer and whidi has a surface in 
the form of a soft short pile fabric, there 
being formed in said pad an elongate aper- 
ture which is from 1 to 3 inches in length 
and of a width such that part of the rim of 
a gramophone record can pass through said 
elongate aperture. 

The supporting layer can be formed, for 
example, from a flexible paperboard or card- 
board. 

The cushioning layer can be formed, for 
example, from a conventional poly(vinyr 
chloride) foam. 

The contact layer can be formed, for ex- 
ample, from velvet or from a material of 
similar appearance and properties produced 
from cotton and layon; the contact layer is 
advantageously but not necessarily impreg- 
nated with an antistatic material. 

The supporting layer can itself be covered, 
on the face thera»f remote from the cushion- 
ing layer, with a decorative layer in order to 
improve the general appearance of the 
article; the decorative layer can be formed, 
for example, front an imitation leather cloth. 

In order that the pad may act as a holder 
for a gramophone record it is prrferably 
folded about a line colinear with the longi- 
tudinal axis of the elongate aperture. To 
facilitate this folding process the pad is 



advantageously provided with a permanent 50 
crease at the point where it is desired to 
fold the pad, the crease acting as a hinge. 

The pad can be any convenient shape, for 
example square, round or oblong but it has 
been found that the most convenient size 55 
and shape is one corresponding broadly to 
the size and shape of the human hand. In 
general, the area covered by one side of the 
pad should not be larger than about 36 
square inches or smaller than about 12 60 
square inches. If the pad is longer in one 
direction than in any other direction it is 
pr^erable for the elongate aperture to be 
disposed transversely of, and most preferably 
at right-angles to, said one direction and so 65 
that the elongate slot is not equi-distant from 
each end of the pad. 

By folding the article of the present in- 
vention about a line colinear with the axis 
of the elongate aperture it is possible to hold 70 
a gramophone record without the fingers 
of the hand contacting the record and spoil- 
ing the surface thereof, the elongate aper- 
ture in the article helping to prevent the 
record slipping from the hand. With the 75 
article it is possible to remove a gramo- 
phone record from its sleeve and to place it 
on a gramophone turntable or remove it 
from a gramophone turntable and put it 
back into the sleeve without touching the 80 
record with one's hands. Also, when the 
article is unfolded it can be used as cleaning 
pad for gramophone records. 

For a better understanding of the invention 
and to show how the same may be carried 35 
into effect reference will now be made, by 
way of example, to the accompanying draw- 
ing which shows one embodiment of an 
article according to the invention. A sup- 
porting layer 1 is formed from a sheet of 90 
cardboard and there is secured thereto, on 
one face thereof, a decorative layer 2 made 
from a poly(vinyl chloride) imitation leather 
cloth. On the other face of the supporting 
layer there is secured a poly(vinyl chloride) 95 
foam layer 3. The foam layer is covered 
with a contact layer 4 made from a synthetic 
velvet formed from cotton and rayon. An 
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aperture 5 extends transversely of the sole 
pis of symmetry of the pad, the aperture 
oemg 1^ inches long and of a width such 
pat the rim of a gramophone record can 
be passed therethrough. The article lias a 
n\^«™um length of 5 inches and a maximum 
width of 4 inches, the elongate aperture be- 
ing disposed about If inches from the top 
of the article. A permanent crease 6 is pro- 
vided to facilitate folding of the pad. 

Figure 1 is a sectional view of the pad 
taten along the line I— I of Figure 2; and 

Figure 2 is a plan view of the pad. 

WHAT WE CLAIM IS: — 

1. An article, suitable for handling 
gramophone records, which is in the form 
of a supple, laminated pad comprising (i) 
a supporting layer, (ii) a cushioning layer 
bang secured to one face of said supporting 
layer, and (ni) a contact layor which is se- 
cured to the other face of said cushioning 
layer and which has a surface in the form 
of a soft short pile fabric, there being formed 
m said pad an elongate aperture which is 
from 1 to 3 inches in length and of a width 



such that part of the rim of a gramophone 
record can pas through said elongate aper- 
ture. 

2. An article, as claimed in Qaim 1, 
wherein the supporting layer is covered, on 
the face thereof remote from the cushioning 
layer, with a decorative layer. 

3. An article, as claimed in Qaim 1 or 
2, wherein the pad is provided with a per- 
manent crease along a line colinear with the 
longitudinal axis of the elongate aperture. 

4. An article, as clauned in Claun 1, 
wherein said supporting layer is formed from 
a paperboard or cardboard. 

5. Ab article, suitable for handling 
gramophone records, substantially as herem- 
before described with reference to the accom- 
panying drawing. 

HASELTINE, LAKE & CO., 
Chartered Patent Agents. 
28, Southampton Buildings, 
Chancery Lane, 
London, WC2A lAT. 
Agents for the Applicants. 
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